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As I  wr i te  the welcome letter  for  th is  year ’ s  annual  report  I  am encouraged by
l i fe  for  a l l  o f  us  becoming more “normal ”  post-Covid ,  and our  students  and
thei r  fami l ies  fac ing less  chal lenges  than the past  couple  of  years ,  though the
nonprof i t  fundrais ing wor ld has  def in i te ly  become more unpredictable  than i t
used to  be .

I  am also  exci ted about  the future  for  SBSOS.  We are  now spending three
days  a  week at  the YMCA,  where one racquetbal l  court  wi l l  be converted to
squash ear ly  in  the 2023/24 school  year ,  with hopeful ly  more to  fo l low as  they
see good usage .

Addit ional ly ,  we are  st i l l  in  ta lks  with the City  of  Santa Barbara  with regard to
insta l l ing an outdoor  squash court  (or  two)  in  a  local  park ,  and we have
quiet ly  s tarted an $8M capita l  campaign to  fund bui ld ing our  own community
squash center !

We cont inued our  100% high school  graduat ion record with our  two seniors  –
Valent ino Mart inez and Jasmine DeJesus  -  heading of f  to  CSU Chico and
Santa Barbara  Ci ty  Col lege respect ive ly  ( see ins ide this  report ) .  This  ( together
with Laguna Blanca School  tak ing another  7th grade SBSOS student  on
scholarship)  means that  SBSOS students  have now received a lmost  $5 .5
mi l l ion in  pr ivate  school  and col lege grants  and f inancia l  a id !

We cont inue to  support  18  col lege students ,  and are  very  proud of  our  f ive
col lege graduates  –  Daisy  Altamirano (UC Berkeley  2018)  working with
underserved students  for  another  nonprof i t  in  Santa Barbara ,  Dav id Quintero
(Bates  2020)  working in  Miami  in  Real  Estate ,  Camil la  Altamirano
(Westmont 2020)  working in  Los  Angeles  as  a  Market ing Director  for  a
beauty  company ,  Zai ra  Paredes  (USC 2021 )  work ing in  Los  Angeles  in
Stage/Theatre  Management ,  and Mer i th  Velazquez (Lehigh 2022)  working in
New York in  Chemical  Engineer ing .

I  was  a  founding Board Member  of  SBSOS 18  years  ago and have been
Execut ive  Director  for  over  9  years  now.  I  love my job .  I  am so proud of  how
far  we have come and what  we do ,  and i t ’ s  heart -warming to  hear  so  many
students ,  both past  and current ,  cont inual ly  re fer  to  SBSOS as  thei r  “ second
family ” .  I f  you have not  watched our  “ I  Love SBSOS”  v ideo please look for  i t
on our  websi te .  Every  t ime I  watch i t  I  have a  b ig  gr in  on my face .

Thank you for  your  support ,  p lease cont inue i t  through these uncerta in  t imes ,
please help us  cont inue to  grow,  and enjoy  reading about  our  last  year  in  the
fol lowing pages…



Santa Barbara School of Squash (SBSOS) was founded in 2006 by a small group of
Santa Barbara area squash players who recognized the need for expanding youth
enrichment opportunities through academics and sport for low-income students
committed to self-improvement. SBSOS is based on a "squash and education” model
operating successfully in other areas of the country, overseen by the Squash &
Education Alliance (SEA). 

From humble beginnings with 6 students and an annual budget of $12K, SBSOS now
serves 30+ students from 10 Santa Barbara and Goleta schools, supports 25 students in
college and 6 college graduates, and has an annual budget of almost $300K. We
monitor student attendance, grades, behavior, and fitness to document our success.
Academic and behavioral progress is tracked through report cards, attendance
records, interviews, in-home meetings with parents, and discussions with teachers. 

Squash skills and fitness are also assessed regularly. Two of our students won their
divisions (BU17 & BU13) at the SEA National Squash Championships in 2013 and
another the BU19s in 2018 - amazing achievements - but the accomplishment that we
are most proud of is that we have helped 25 students become the first members of
their family to go to college, and 23 students receive scholarships to local private
schools (Laguna Blanca, Crane, and Garden Street Academy), with a combined total of
over $5 million in grants and financial aid.
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Helping underserved students succeed in life
through squash, education, and mentoring

MISSION



SBSOS is a year-round sports, education, and mentoring program
serving committed Santa Barbara youth (5th-12th grade) who
qualify for the National School Lunch Program. SBSOS pillars
include squash,, academic tutoring, community service,
enrichment opportunities, and mentoring. We operate after
school, on weekends, and during holidays. By using squash as a
motivator, we guide students to realize their academic, athletic,
and personal potential. Our goal is for each student to graduate
from high school prepared for their next step: college or to launch
a career. We stay in contact with graduates as they work toward
their post-high school goals, and offer guidance and support
through age 25. We are closely involved with each student and
their families on many levels, and describe the program as “an
inch wide but a mile deep”. 

ABOUT SBSOS
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16 girls and 14 boys enrolled in program
52 total students and alumni served all year

25 college students
27 students returned from the prior year

100% of our students qualify for the federal free lunch program
$434,089 in financial aid for college and independent schools

2 high school graduates

320 total volunteer hours

21 one-on-one tutoring hours received by students

outsid 

1932 combined hours of activities and squash played

2143 combined hours of academics and enrichment

SBSOS Team
30 students
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2022
2023

PROGRAM
IMPACT
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SBSOS is a part of the greater Squash & Education Alliance (SEA) consisting of
20 member programs and 5 international affiliates spanning the globe. SEA’s
mission is to lead, launch, and strengthen youth programs that enable and
empower students from under-resourced communities to access and succeed
in quality educational, athletic, and career opportunities. SEA achieves their
mission, through focusing on three primary areas — growth, program quality,
and student and alumni opportunities. SBSOS goes beyond SEA's guidance to
create unique programming tailored to its students and provides various
opportunities for them to grow in all areas. 
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31 SBSOS high school graduates

100 percent of SBSOS students graduate from
high school and enroll in post-secondary schools

1 SBSOS high school graduate
played on Bates College Varsity
Men's Squash Team

1 SBSOS alum worked at an SEA
sister program

5 million dollars in private
school, college scholarships and
financial aid awarded to SBSOS
students
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2,500+ young people in elementary school through
college supported by SEA member programs and
international affiliates

2,019 elementary, middle, and high school students
across the U.S. enrolled in SEA programs

1,240 SEA high school graduates

94 percent of students who stay in SEA member
programs graduate high school and enroll in post-
secondary schools

25 million dollars in college
scholarships won by students
from SEA member programs

27 alumni from SEA network
work at SEA member programs
today

20 million dollars invested in
SEA network students annually

195 high school graduates from
our programs have played on
college squash teams

*SEA data from SEA website

Every year, SEA's network connects students from
around the country with opportunities to attend 3
summer camps at 2 universities and 1 private school
as well as participate in 2 national tournaments.

36 percent of high school graduates in SEA network
attend U.S News & Report top 100 colleges and
universities, 27 percent attend top 50 colleges and
universities, and 9 percent attend colleges and
universities in the top 25 on the list.

SEA & SBSOS
BY THE NUMBERS



CLASS OF 2023

Valentino Martinez
Dos Pueblos High School

Robert Graham, SBSOS Executive Director

Valentino Martinez

Valentino joined SBSOS as a 9th grader in 2019. He quickly became popular
with staff, volunteers, and his peers with his positive can-do attitude and
infectious laugh. Determined to succeed in the classroom and on the squash
court he put in many extra hours of work, as he also did starting a business in
his final year of school. His attitude and entrepreneurial skills will take him far
in life!

“Four years ago I found myself plunging into a sport entirely unknown to me.
The thought of doing something completely new was terrifying, but also
intriguing. Little did I know that it would give me the opportunity to travel to
countless tournaments in LA and San Diego where I got to make friends with
other students from our sister programs. SBSOS is much more than just
playing squash though…the staff and volunteers are great mentors. They
made sure I didn’t fall behind in school by setting me up with one-on-one
tutoring beyond usual programing hours. Their commitment to my
education made me feel confident about attending college. 

SBSOS became my second family. Reflecting upon my journey, it's
undeniable that SBSOS's unwavering support was pivotal. The invaluable life
lessons and the growth I experienced moulded me into the resilient young
adult I am proud to be today.” 

Robert Graham, SBSOS Executive Director

Jasmine DeJesus

Jasmine joined SBSOS as a 6th grader in 2016. She matured from a quiet
and shy student into a dedicated, hard-working, quick-witted, young
woman with an enjoyable sense of humor. A tough competitor on the
squash courts too she peaked in the top 3 SBSOS squash players. We are
sure will succeed in whatever she chooses to do in life!

“I can proudly say that Santa Barbara School of Squash has helped me
for the better. They’ve helped shape me into the young woman I am
today, always encouraging me to strive for the best no matter the
obstacles on and off the squash court. Squash has become a sport I
love dearly. It is always a fun time getting to play on court and practice
skills off court as well. 

I greatly appreciate all that SBSOS has done for all of us, from taking us
to squash tournaments, making sure we get help with our school work,
and making connections not only within our team but with staff,
volunteers, and people in the business world.” 

Jasmine DeJesus
San Marcos High School
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COLLEGE BOUND
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Jasmine DeJesus '25

Valentino Martinez '27
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CHANGEMAKERS TOUR

Sof ie  Ramirez  -  Laguna Blanca School ,  10th grade

  The Changemakers Tour  was  the opportunity  of  a  l i fet ime for  me.  Cit ies  l ike  New York ,
Phi ladelphia  and Washington D.C seemed l ike  wor lds  away f rom someone l ike  me,  however
SBSOS made travel ing to  those places  something tangible  for  me.  Whi le  so le ly  being in
those c i t ies  is  enough to  take my breath away,  SEA went  a  step further  and connected me
with people  I  have dreamed of  speaking to .  Through the tr ip  I  have made l i fe long
connect ions with both the faculty  and the students  that  attended the tr ip .
 
 The tour  started with a  v is i t  to  the New York City  Botanical  Gardens where we got  to  meet
with Arvolyn Hi l l  who speaks on the impact  the agr icultural  industry  has  on communit ies  of
color .  Whi le  we were convers ing with her  she expla ined that  she makes i t  her  miss ion to
introduce fami l ies  of  color–especia l ly  those located in  The Bronx–to the beauty  of  nature .
She spoke on her  exper ience growing up in  a  fami ly  that  thr ived in  nature ,  one that
regular ly  went  on hikes  and enjoyed camping.  I ,  and many other  students ,  found ourselves
re lat ing to  her  when she spoke about  the imposter  syndrome she faced when in  the White-
dominated space of  nature .  Later  that  day we went  to  v is i t  the NBC studio .  Whi le  i t  was jaw-
dropping to  see J immy Fal lon 's  desk ,  and fasc inat ing to  see how desolate  the studio  had
become s ince the wr iters  str ike ,  i t  was the NBC Night ly  studio  that  took my breath away.  In
the modern age of  fake news i t  i s  d i f f icult  to  f ind news out lets  that  del iver  unbiased
coverage,  however  NBC is  one of  them.  For  years  now I  have sat  down to  watch the night ly
news and now,  suddenly  I  was in  the studio .

 The next  day fe l t  l ike  a  fever  dream.  I f  I  had to  choose between going to  Disneyland or
going back into the New York T imes bui ld ing,  i t  wouldn't  even be a  competit ion .  As  a
student  journal ist  I  had gazed dreamily  at  photos  of  the NYT bui ld ing,  but  nothing could
have prepared me for  the awe I  fe l t  as  I  walked through those doors .  I  was  speechless  as  I
walked through the hal ls  and peered at  the desks  where wor ld  renowned journal ists
conjured ground breaking stor ies .  As  I  l i s tened to  the Opinion Editor ,  Kat ie  Kingsbury  speak
I  real ized that  this  is  where I  wanted to  be ,  so  as  I  walked out  of  the bui ld ing I  turned
towards the secur i ty  personnel  and to ld  them,  “ I ’ l l  be back . ”

 As  the days  went  by the tr ip  did not  fa i l  to  del iver ,  we got  to  meet  with pol i t ic ians ,  lawyers ,
the Dean of  NYU and even the man who wrote Mandela ’s  Way (2009) .  Whi le  the places  that
we v is i ted ,  and the people  we met were incredible ,  i t  was the other  students  and the staf f
that  t ruly  e levated the tour .  Despite  only  being in  each other 's  company for  a  l i t t le  over  a
week,  we truly  formed a  t ight  knit  community .  I  t ru ly  bel ieve that  despite  the distance,  the
fr iends that  I  have made on the tour  wi l l  cont inue with me through the next  years  of  my l i fe .
From watching the sunset  over  the Hudson River  to  walk ing the hal ls  of  the White  House ,  I
made no shortage of  memories  dur ing this  t r ip .  I  don’t  th ink I  can thank SBSOS and SEA
enough for  th is  l i fe-a l ter ing opportunity .
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Angie  Kamath
Dean of  NYU

Tom Llamas
Amer ican Journal ist



SBSOS FAMILY
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At SBSOS we foster a community of local Santa Barbara youth and
mentors to create a home away from home. A common phrase used
by many students over the years is that we become their “second
family”. We provide our students with many varied opportunities they
otherwise would not have. We focus individually on each student
carefully as we support them in their academics, enrichment, the sport
of squash, and their mental and physical wellbeing. We strive to
exceed our mission by not only supporting our students, but also their
families, offering advice and support in any area we can help with.

We are the SBSOS Family.

1 1
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Four times a week our students engaged in a variety of sports,
including  basketball, soccer, badminton, volleyball, and our
innovative game called “spongeball squash” using a sport wall in a
park, as well as occasional circuit training workout sessions, yoga, and
stretching.

In addition to these activities, students spent an incredible week in
Yosemite National Park, as well as traveling to Los Angeles and San
Diego for squash tournaments and to compete in the Southern
California High School Squash League.
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SPORTS & FITNESS
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ACADEMICS
For the 2022-2023 academic year SBSOS returned to full-time in-person
programing. We maintained our collaborations with the Westside
Neighborhood Center, the Santa Barbara downtown YMCA, and Garden Street
Academy for our activities.

These academic sessions play a pivotal role at SBSOS, providing our students
with dedicated time to concentrate on their homework, collaborate on school
projects, and receive additional tutoring in areas where they need assistance.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Washington Elementary
Cleveland Elementary

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
La Colina Junior High School
Santa Barbara Junior High School

HIGH SCHOOLS
Dos Pueblos High School
San Marcos High School
Santa Barbara High School
Peak Prep Pleasant Valley

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
Laguna Blanca School

SBSOS Student Schools



SBSOS nurtures partnerships with fellow non-profit organizations to provide extra
academic support for our students. Over the last few years, we have especially
strengthened our ties with Mission Scholars and LoyalTeach to support a greater
number of our students.

"LoyalTeach provides one-on-one tutoring,
guidance, and college counseling that
empowers students of all income levels to
imagine and complete affordable journeys
to their educational goals."
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ACADEMIC PARTNERS

"Mission Scholars uses comprehensive college admissions
guidance, mentorship, and career development training to
help exceptional low-income students reach their full potential
and become a force for change in their communities."

2023 Mission Scholars Cohort

LoyalTeach Founder Ian Cummings
with Elias Paredes



Jorge González
8th Grade

Nayeli Peralta
10th Grade

Monica Paredes
10th Grade

Sofi Ramírez
10th Grade

Dania Zamudio
10th Grade

Jesús Arriaga
11th Grade

Kevin Castillo
7th Grade

SBSOS distinguishes itself from other programs with its
strong ties to local independent schools. Entering the

2022-2023 school year, we had seven students enrolled at
Laguna Blanca School on scholarship. We strive to

connect our students with the best possible educational
opportunities by nurturing lasting partnerships.

EDUCATIONAL
PARTNERSHIPS
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Permacolor, Inc. tour

1 19

YOSEMITE

15 years ago a small group of SBSOS students were fortunate enough to visit Yosemite and some still
talk about the experience today. Last year SBSOS supporter Don Fuhrer donated the seed money for us
to take 20 students back there and it was without a doubt the highlight of the year, so when he offered
us the same opportunity this year we jumped at it, and with his donation plus that of Geof and Laura
Wyatt and some other supporters we took 18 students once again. And once again it was an amazing
trip and experience! Thank you to everyone who made this trip possible.

The 18 students, 11 boys and 7 girls, ranged in age from 7 th graders to one in her second year of
college, and were accompanied by 4 chaperones - SBSOS Executive Director Robert Graham, SBSOS
Academic Director Jennifer Sotelo, long time SBSOS volunteer Daniel Reisman, and the fiancée of
SBSOS Program Director Miguel Nava, Alex Guerrero, who still went despite Miguel having to drop out
at the last minute.

Our five days and four nights were managed and overseen by Yosemite’s NatureBridge program who
did an excellent job of combining fun activities with educational ones every day from 7am to 8pm.
There were daily hikes and nature walks together with team-building games, adventures, and
competitions. In between and after these activities the students and chaperones found many varied
ways to enjoy their free time.

Home base where we stayed was a private NatureBridge site with dormitory-style cabins for sleeping
plus bathroom facilities, and a dining hall. Breakfast and dinner at the camp site were amazing, and
they provided packed lunches for us each day to take on our hikes, some of which were close by and
some of which we drove to.

A new feature this year was a two hour photography class provided by the Ansel Adams Gallery, that
we also got to tour, thanks to SBSOS Board member Frank Huerta, which really helped us improve the
quality of the already stunning scenic photos we were taking.

With the massive amount of snow that fell this year there was a lot more water than last year so our
trips to the river and the falls were very memorable, as was the climb to the top of Lambert Dome that
almost all of us made (!!) where there were stunning views across the park and valleys.

Most SBSOS students already consider and speak of SBSOS as their “second family” and they have a
great relationship with each other. This trip strengthened that bond even more. With barely a cross
word spoken the camaraderie and joy was abundant and so great to see. 
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As one of the pillars of the program, the students give back to the
community that gives so much to them. SBSOS supports fellow non-profit
organizations and others at different events and activities throughout the
year.
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SB Channelkeeper Beach Cleanup 

COMMUNITY
SERVICE

Mission Vi l la
Senior  Care Home
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To kick off summer programming we took a group of students to explore the
California Science Center in Los Angeles. They learned about the Mayans and
civilizations throughout Central America in the Center’s featured exhibit that
included some amazing original artifacts. There were also many other fun and
interactive exhibits and experiences, including the original Endeavour Space
Shuttle that took 25 trips to space before it was retired in 2011!

ENRICHMENT
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ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

SBSOS brought back "Viva Las Vegas"  in La Arcada Plaza in May.  There
was a s i lent  auction f i l led with incredible pr izes,  including getaways,
exclusive pr ivate cooking classes,  rounds of  golf ,  jewelry ,  c lothing,
restaurant gift  cert i f icates,  wine,  gift  baskets ,  and much more.
Andrew Firestone was an amazing emcee encouraging bidding on
auction items and paddle raise donations as only he can.  Guests ended
the evening playing poker ,  blackjack,  craps,  and roulette,  exchanging
their  winnings for  raff le  t ickets for  other pr izes.  A heartfelt  thank you
to La Arcada Plaza and Eleven14 restaurant for  hosting the event,  Ej i
Experiences for  orchestrat ing it ,  the dedicated volunteers who worked
so hard,  our  table sponsors ,  and the 120+ guests who created an
awesome atmosphere and helped us raise over  $30,000!



David Farber
Volunteer of the Year

Jesus Arriaga
Team A MVP

 & Community Service Award

Elias Paredes
Team A Most Improved Player

 & Attendance Award

Kevin Castillo
Team B Most Improved Player Award
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Daphne Miranda
Team B MVP

SBSOS recognizes the students and volunteers with annual awards for their incredible
hard work, dedication and commitment to the program throughout the year.  At times it
can be difficult to balance SBSOS with other extracurricular activities, but all of these
students have similar qualities that make them good teammates and roles models to the
younger students in the program.

YEAR-END
PARTY



SBSOS is a community based program that relies greatly on the kindness and
generosity of its supporters and especially its volunteers who work closely with the
students on a daily basis. The volunteers assist the students to improve their squash
game and off the court with their academic needs. They also provide invaluable
mentorship to nurture growth into responsible and engaged citizens.

VOLUNTEERS
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D A V I D  F A R B E R

David has been working with SBSOS since
its inception in 2006, usually coming to at
least three sessions per week to help with
the most common subject students
struggle with -  Math!  He has a Bachelor 's
Degree in Mathematics from the University
of Cali fornia,  Santa Cruz,  as well  as a
California teaching credential  in
Mathematics.  He is also a retirement plan
actuary.  David loves working with SBSOS
kids,  helping them with their academic
lives,  and watching them grow through the
years and ultimately attend college.

B R I A N  S H A F R I T Z

Brian has been helping with the SBSOS
program since 2015,  when he retired from
his career in the environmental sciences.
SBSOS was a natural f it  given his interest
in helping and mentoring children along
with his love of racquet sports .   Brian has a
Bachelor ’s  of Science degree from Penn
State and a Master ’s  Degree in
Engineering from University of Michigan.
Brian enjoys tennis ,  pickleball ,  yoga,  art ,
and chess.  Brian’s squash game continues
to evolve,  but more importantly he is
committed to the goals of SBSOS and the
continued development of the students.



Dennis  became a Level  2  Squash Coach in  1980 in  England,
working pr imar i ly  at  Cannons Club in  Bath and Mi l l f ie ld  School ,
where he was an ass is tant  to  squash legend,  Jonah Barr ington
(8-t ime World Champion) ,  helping them become the High
School  Nat ional  Champions in  1988 .  After  moving to  the US he
became the Head Squash Pro at  Santa Barbara  Athlet ic  Club
from 1989 to  1992 .  As  a  player  Dennis  achieved a  h ighest  wor ld
ranking of  169 ,  was  a  semif inal i s t  in  the 1986 Br i t i sh  Open 35+ ,
won the US Nat ional  35+  Championship f ive  t imes and the US
Nat ional  45+  Championship once .  He i s  a lso  a  cert i f ied referee .
Dennis  has  been a  va luable  asset  to  the SBSOS squash program
as a  squash coach s ince 2012 ,  c la iming,  “I  have taken a lot
from this  sport  that I  love to play and teach,  and I  am so
pleased to have the t ime to give back to these kids."

DENNIS MARABLE

KATY GRAHAM

BRIDGET THOMPSONBridget  was born and ra ised in  Carpinter ia  and graduated
from Chapman Univers i ty  with a  Bachelor ’ s  in  Athlet ic
Tra in ing ,  minor ing in  Dance and Movement .  She a lso
captained the Chapman Women’s  Soccer  team.  She then
returned to  CHS as  the f i r s t  fu l l  t ime Athlet ic  Tra iner  and
taught  the Sports  Medic ine c lass .  Quickly  f inding a  st ronger
connect ion to  teaching ,  she decided to  get  her  teaching
credent ia l  and moved to  San Francisco where she spent  4
years  as  a  h igh school  PE teacher ,  Santa Barbara ’s  s t rong pul l
encouraged her  back .  I t  was  here that  she then completed her
yoga teacher  t ra in ing and has  s ince been teaching with the
Santa Barbara  Yoga Col lect ive  for  about  4  years .  Current ly
teaching for  an onl ine high school ,  she i s  most  pass ionate
about  implement ing Socia l  Emotional  Learning ,  mindfulness ,
and yoga to  underserved populat ions .  
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Katy  was an SBSOS founder  and or ig inal  academic coordinator .
She now prov ides  academic support .  She i s  an appel late  attorney
with the Complex Appel late  L i t igat ion Group,  handl ing se lect
complex c iv i l  cases  af ter  a  career  in  publ ic  serv ice as  a  research
attorney for  the Santa Barbara  Super ior  Court  and the Cal i fornia
Court  of  Appeals .  She i s  an adjunct  legal  professor  and a  member
of  the UCSB Paralegal  Studies  Advisory  Board .  She has  served on
many boards  and committees  local ly  and statewide ,  inc luding as
Pres ident  of  the Montecito  Educat ion Foundat ion ,  Chai r  of  the
statewide Committee on Appel late  Courts ,  Treasurer  of  the Santa
Barbara County  Bar  Associat ion ,  and member  of  the Academic
Standards  &  Admiss ions  Committee and the Curr iculum &
Assessment Committee of  the Santa Barbara  Col lege of  Law.  Katy
loves  seeing the SBSOS k ids  play  squash and succeed.  She says ,
“The SBSOS kids demonstrate so much self -discipl ine,
persistence,  and kindness.  They give us a gl impse of  Santa
Barbara’s  br ight future.”



When we lost our squash courts in 2022, we quickly found new homes for our programming,
adding additional days at the Westside Neighborhood Center and the YMCA as well as adding
a new venue at Garden Street Academy. We replaced squash with soccer, basketball,
volleyball, circuit training, spongeball squash, and badminton! 

The SBSOS kids were amazing and took this change in their stride. Although they missed
playing squash on a regular basis, their attendance remained strong, and it made our
weekend trips to squash tournaments and events all the more special. Remarkably, they
managed some impressive results without practicing too!

Although the loss of the courts was a harsh blow, it will result in a much better future for us in
the long term. We are working on three options currently:
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3) We have made good progress in talks with the
City of Santa Barbara with regard to installing an
outdoor court (or two) in a local park.

2) The YMCA has agreed to convert one
racquetball court to a squash court (and
hopefully more to follow soon after.)

1) We will be embarking on an $8M capital
campaign towards the end of 2023 to fund
construction of our own community squash
center,  similar to the facility of our sister program,
Access Youth Academy, in San Diego.

NEW SQUASH COURTS IN SANTA BARBARA



Westside Neighborhood Center

 PARTNERS
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Miguel Nava
Program Director

Robert Graham 
Executive Director

Jennifer Sotelo
Academic Director 

Peter Nicol

Meichelle
Arntz

Dirk Reynolds

Tom ParkerBob Bartlein

Jason Jewell

STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Brendan Searls, Chairman
Hayden Felice, Secretary
Nathan Moyer, Treasurer
Terry Eagle
George Witter
John Burk
Jacqueline Duran
Frank Huerta
Ashley Nichols Blevins
Peter Martin
Richard Hashim
Mike Lewis

Michael Lewis
Robert Bartlein

Don Fuhrer
Geoff Grant

Peter Hilf
Patricia MacFarlane

Shereef Moharram
Thomas Parker

Nicola Selley
Glenn Miller 
John Stegall

Arthur Munoz
Glenn Mah

Daryl Stegall
Mimi Munson

Nori Burk Francis
Jason Jewell

John Dewis
Peter Nicol, MBE

Dirk Reynolds
Meichelle Arntz

ADVISORY BOARD
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$25,000+
Anonymous 1

$10,000+
Geof & Laura Wyatt
Towbes Foundation
John & Sue Burk
Roger S. Firestone Fdn. 

$5,000+
Herbert & Gertrude Latkin
   Foundation
Frank & Daniele Huerta
Greene Family Foundation
Purdy Jordan
The Charitable Foundation
Barrie Peters
Jerry & Joan Rocco
Anonymous 2
Don & Susan Fuhrer
Lynne Tahmisian
Mara W. Breech Fdn.
Montecito Bank & Trust

$2,500+
Sarah & Thomas Lemaire
George Witter & Laurie 
  Hannah
Cliff & Crystal Wyatt
Tremper & Alice Longman
Kelly Milazzo
Tim Sievers
Bob & Betsy Manger
Squash & Education
  Alliance
Banc of California
Carrie Towbes
The Center Foundation, Inc.

$1,000+

Errol Jahnke & Marilynn
  Jorgensen
Richard Hashim
Andrew & Carolyn
  Fitzgerald
Mark & Katie Shevitz
Phil & Lillian Skeen
Bob & Judy Bartlein
Peter & Kathryn Martin
Joseph & Frances Adams
Mac & Macy McGinness
Ramsey & Heidi Maune
Jacqueline & Alex Duran
Mike Lewis
Terry & Sally Eagle
Thomas John
Michael & Betsy Lewis
Dennis Marable & June
  Parr
Andreana Jones
Anne Vaughan
Brian & Deborah Shafritz
Chip Chandler
Christopher Lancashire
Jeremy & Karina
  Schweitzer
Joe Kearns
Ken & Pat Thompson
Rick Haswell
Vicki & Richard Holgate

FISCAL YEAR DONORS
2022-2023

SEPTEMBER 1 ,  2022 - AUGUST 31,  2023
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$500+

Fritz & Jennie Burkart
Diane Huerta
Ken Grand
Rick & Mary Dochterman
John Thyne
Jessica Gonzalez
Robert D. Graham
Scott Ehrnstein
Ardy Banan
TJ Hopkins
Brendan & Kourtney
  Searls
Lu Tian
Alice O'Connor
Dave Mochalski
Fidelity National Title
Freeport-McMoRan Fdn. 
Glenn Miller, MD
Jay Beckerman
Jeanne & Breck Eagle
Joel Ohlgren & Nancy
  Even
Julia & JB Rodgers
Justin & Cheryl Bosio
Kathy Scroggs &
  Lawrence Wallins
Manoj Cooray
Marjorie Gies
Mark Lemm & Kathryn
  Whiston-Lemm
Rob Ramey
Sarah Hanacek
Steve Epstein
Susan Allen



Legends
$150,000+
MacDonald Family Foundation

Founders
$50,000+
Anonymous 1
Hutton Parker Foundation
Anonymous 2
Towbes Foundation
Geoff & Annette Grant
John & Sue Burk
Santa Barbara Foundation
Frank & Daniele Huerta
George Witter & Laurie Hannah
Volentine Family Foundation
Jonathan & Christina Siegel
Williams-Corbett Foundation
Raintree Foundation
LA84 Foundation

Angels
$25,000+
Purdy Jordan
Geof & Laura Wyatt
Andy & Katie Chorlton
Jerry & Joan Rocco
Mentor Worldwide LLC
Bob & Judy Bartlein
Travis & Amanda Twining
The Charitable Foundation
Herbert & Gertrude Latkin Fnd.
Barrie Peters
Glenn Miller, MD
Squash & Education Alliance
Change Happens Foundation
Andrew Ball

Benefactors
$10,000+
Lynne Tahmisian
Greene Family Foundation
Annenberg Foundation
Don & Susan Fuhrer
Terry & Sally Eagle
Tremper & Alice Longman
Mosher Foundation
John & Daryl Stegall
Kevin Yardi
Mara W. Breech Foundation
Sarah & Thomas Lemaire
Weingart Foundation
John Thyne
 

Bob & Betsy Manger
Julia & JB Rodgers
Kevin Brine
Gary Owen
Christopher Lancashire
Phil & Lillian Skeen
Roger S. Firestone Foundation
Chip Chandler
Josh & Patricia Connor
Bill Gould
Justin Gmelich 

Patrons
$5,000+
Tom & Amelia Mullaney
Ashley Nichols Blevins
The Center Foundation, Inc.
Cliff & Crystal Wyatt
Schroder Investment Mngmt. NA
Rick Haswell
James S. Bower Foundation
Errol Jahnke & Marilynn Jorgensen
Jacqueline & Alex Duran
Vicki & Richard Holgate
Banc of California
Scott Brittingham
Nuveen Investment Holdings
Jeremy & Karina Schweitzer
Ramsey & Heidi Maune
Chip Seigel
Rabobank
Warren & Heather Suh
B & B Foundation
Anonymous 3
Julian & Charity Walton Masters
John Dewis
George & Judy Writer
Nicola Selley
Anne Vaughan
Sarah Sundquist
Mark & Katie Shevitz
Joseph & Frances Adams
Roger & Gretchen Avary
Brian & Deborah Shafritz
Montecito Bank & Trust
Hugh E. & Marjorie S. Petersen Fnd.
Deckers Outdoor Corporation

Friends
$2,500+
Peter & Kathryn Martin
Richard Hashim
John & Julie Williams
Jason Jewell
Michael & Betsy Lewis
 

Maryan Schall
Joel Ohlgren & Nancy Even
Diane Huerta
Rob Ramey
Alice O'Connor
Justin & Cheryl Bosio
Gil Garcia & Marti Correa
Network For Good
Andrew & Carolyn Fitzgerald
Mike Lewis
Teacher’s Fund
Elliot Prager
Benevity Community Fund
Ken Grand
Kelly Milazzo
Agnes B. Kline Memorial Fnd.
Colin & Brenda Weatherhead
UCSB Community Foundation
Dennis Marable & June Parr
Thomas John
Will Harris
Sandra Dellanina
Tim Sievers
Bill Gadsby
David Pintard
David Farber
Marjorie Gies
Alan & Cheryl Fox
Jeff Lipshitz & Meichelle Arntz
Mimi Munson
Robert D. Graham
Carrie Towbes
Ruth Farber
Casey Gosnell
Richard Torin
CKE
Cox Communications

Partners
$1,000+ 
Lu Tian
Josh Stichter
Mark Lemm & Kathryn   
  Whiston-Lemm
Dave Mochalski
Liz Hurley & Jan Lofvander
Santa Barbara Athletic Club
Peter Susi
Dale & Mary Turley
Nate & Erica Moyer
Adam Pearlman
Ken & Pat Thompson
William & Cindy Simon
David Doires
Ashish Bhutani

HONOR ROLL OF CUMULATIVE GIVING
2006-2023*
*THROUGH AUGUST 31,  2023

30



Andreana Jones
DHD, L.P.
Susan Allen
Scott & Leslie Deardorff
Jeremy Stone
Freeport-McMoRan
Foundation
James Witter
Young Sohn & Mark
  Armenante
Luke M. & Trish Esselen
Bresler Foundation
Eiki Tanaka
True Organic Products, Inc.
Joanne Elliott
Epic Wines & Spirits
Zheng Na
SB/Puerto Vallarta Sister City
  Committee
Community West Bank
Shikai Dai & Qiao Zhang
Glenn Mah
Marlene Wiscovitch
Charles Balducci
Kevin O'Connor
Susan Levine

Supporters
$500+
Fritz & Jennie Burkart
Christopher Tatum
Patrick Corrigan
Charles & Hilary Parkhurst
Suzan Anderson
Scott & Lesley Wiscomb
Richard Gilman
Christopher Herbert
Mike & Cindy Feinberg
Kevin Kalajan
Jessica Gonzalez
Trela Cowan
Scott Ehrnstein
Eric Gonzales
Jeanne & Breck Eagle
Mary Firestone
Stuart Fuss
Amy Margerum Berg
Rhys Williams
Tom Fuhrmann
Rosalind Fendon
Nikki Ayers
Mad Fitness SB
Marco Battaglia
Leticia Manzo
Alex Sheshunoff
Jon & Kelly Samuels

Andrew & Kendra Feshbach
Kim Richards
SB Action Pro
Jay Beckerman
Gretchen Hewlett
Rick & Mary Dochterman
Manoj Cooray
Rotary Club of SB North
Peter Liou
Nori Francis
Meryll Lynch
Patrick & Esther McKinley
Bill & Nancy Coglizer
Brendan & Kourtney Searls
Tom Harris
City of Santa Barbara
Kathy Scroggs/Lawrence Wallins
Steve Epstein
Fidelity National Title
SoCal Squash
Bob & Patty Bryant
Hewlett Packard
Citrix
Jake & Jamie Lewis
Mitch Soboleski
John & Phyllis Vasellina
Power of Your Om
Katy Graham
Javier Rivera
Dan Encell
Mac & Macy McGinness
May Vaughan
Dirk & Kat Reynolds
Cristina Castelo Rodriguez
Mary Anne Weiss
Jim Fabio
Max Drucker
Hayden Felice & Lucy Firestone
Wayne Jewell
Tashia Hinchliffe
Gene Urban
Richard Banks
Robert & Victoria Loop
Becca & Tim Hade
Andrew Cavanaugh
Barbara Margerum
Marc Cutter
Chad & Jill Chase
William & Jacquelyn Crew
Karen Lyons
Richard Holgate
Mary Auchincloss-Del Bonis, CPA
David McKenzie & Janet Johnson
Francois DeJohn
Matt Hall
John Dixon
Sheena Link

Tom Johnson
Christy Miele
Mary Turley
Ardy Banan
TJ Hopkins
Louisa Cooper
OV & Karen Mora
Rich & Susan Ayling
Shereef Moharram
Alex Fuhrer
Walter Hamilton
Michael Brinkenhoff
Tim & Monica Babich
Matt Fossati
Ramy Moharram
Guy Rivera
Alastair Winn
Lidia Bravo
David & Anne Gersh
Ana Sofia DeVaney
Sarah Hanacek
Melissa Garza
Len Danczyk
Rick Oshay
Connie Swanson
Raleigh Clemens
Michael & Elizabeth Noling
Richard Welch
Tom Deardorff
Patsy Dorsey
Claudia Korman
Tamara Hendricks
Drummond Bell
Cas Stimson
Bank of America
Trip Hawkins
Randy & Nancy Flamm
Anita Komlos
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Reliant Energy
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Businesses:
SWELL Santa Barbara Athletic Club
Santa Barbara YMCA
Louise Lowry Davis Center
Westside Neighborhood Center
Zwarm Intelligence
Foodbank of Santa Barbara County
MacFarlane, Faletti, & Co. LLP
Accountability Plus
Mizza Artisan Café
Viva Modern Mexican Restaurant
Eleven14 Sports Bar & Games 
CompuVision
Tri-County Produce
Granada Theatre - Jurkowitz Center
Lobero Theatre Foundation
Santa Barbara Festival Ballet
Harrow Sports
Santa Barbara Zoo
Terra Bella Ranches, LLC
EJI Experiences

Individuals:
Gail Anikouchine, CPA
Debbie Brown
John & Patty MacFarlane
Glenn Miller, MD
JB & Julia Rodgers
Ernesto Gutierrez
Liliana Lau
John & Sue Burk
Dennis Marable
Arnie & Denese Berman
Don Fuhrer
Veronika Libao
Frank & Daniele Huerta
Koji Tanaka
Lindsay Zulick
Coco LaForge
Victor DiNovi
Paul Roberts
David Farber
Bridget Thompson
Aly Davis
Jonathan Katz-Moses
Alexandra Guerrero
Daniel Reisman
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I  think of  SBSOS as my second family .  They have helped me and supported me through tough t imes . ”
~  Leo Cortez,  8th grade

“SBSOS has changed my l i fe  and made me a better  person .  I  now have a  lot  more conversat ions  with
people ,  and I  d iscovered new places  l ike  Yosemite  and San Francisco .  Also ,  I  learned how to help the
community  by  doing the ‘Day of  Car ing ’ .  SBSOS has  made me a  better  s tudent  by  g iv ing me one-on-
one tutor ing for  math that  has  improved my grade . ”  
~  Javier  Paredes,  Freshman

“There is  a dif ference in my l i fe  because of  SBSOS  compared to  my f r iends ,  because I ’m more athlet ic
and they just  s i t  around.  SBSOS helps  me get  my homework done,  and a lso  my grades  up .  SBSOS has
helped me make new f r iends .  They have a lso  made me less  shy  and have helped me to  ta lk  to  people
without  being as  quiet  as  I  used to  be . ”  
~  Ivett  Lazaro,  7th grade

“ I  l ike to think of  SBSOS as my second family .  I t  has  changed my l i fe .  Not  many people  are  as  lucky  as
me and get  to  do what  I  do .  Many of  my f r iends just  s i t  at  home whi le  I  p lay  in  squash tournaments  or
pract ice ,  get  help with my school  work ,  and do other  fun stuf f . ”  
~  Yari  Gonzalez,  6th grade

“SBSOS has made a dif ference in my l i fe  by changing my grades .  SBSOS had made me less  shy  than I
was  before .  SBSOS has  changed my l i fe  by  teaching me never  to  g ive  up ,  and by making me more
act ive . ”  
~  Vivian Mendoza,  7th grade

“SBSOS has changed me  by  teaching me to  be a  good person in  l i fe ,  helping me with my grades  and
gett ing me to  overcome my fears .  SBSOS has  improved me in  school  and in  so  many other  ways . ”
~  Christ ian Hernandez,  7th grade

“SBSOS squash coaches taught me the importance of  teamwork and to learn from each other ’s
mistakes .  SBSOS has  a lso  helped me get  a  fu l l  scholarship to  Laguna Blanca School  for  my remaining
three years  of  h igh school ,  and I  am real ly  thankful  for  that . ”
~  Merith Velazquez,  Sophomore

“SBSOS has helped me because it  gave me a sport  that excites me to play every day .  A lso  in  academic
sess ions ,  the volunteers  help me concentrate .  SBSOS has  taken me to  places  that  I  have never  been able  to
go .  And we’ve  done so many fun things .  SBSOS has  changed my l i fe  and my s is ter ’ s . ”
~  Diego Velazquez,  6th grade

“SBSOS has made my l i fe  healthier  and happier .  These past  4  years  I  have made many new f r iends
that  I  see as  fami ly .  SBSOS helps  me keep my grades  up and t ry  new things  I  would have never  done .
This  program is  f i l led with wonderful  opportunit ies  that  wi l l  a f fect  one ’s  l i fe .  You create memories  that
you wi l l  never  forget  and fa l l  in  love with the people  and the sport . ”  
~  Daisy Machean,  Sophomore

“SBSOS has changed my l i fe  in many ways .  I  know now how to respect  my e lders .  I ’ ve  learned how to
play  a  unique sport  and I  love i t .  Another  reason why I  love th is  program is  because you get  to  meet
di f ferent  people .  Because of  th is  program I  met  my best  f r iend.  We get  to  have fun act iv i t ies  together
and enjoy  squash tournaments  with each other  and other  people . ”  
~  Angela Lopez,  Freshman

Student Quotes
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You can include us in your estate plans by:
• Including SBSOS in your will or living trust

• Designating SBSOS as a beneficiary of your
retirement plan, pension plan, or life insurance policy

By remembering SBSOS in your will or living trust, you could
leave a legacy that will continue our work far into the future. 

 1530 Chapala St. #F, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
 E-mail: robert@sbsos.org
 Facebook.com/SantaBarbaraSchoolofSquash
 Instagram: sb_school_of_squash
 www.sbsos.org


